
 

 

Help?! 

 

If you have any quesƟons, please don't hesitate to contact us on the numbers below : 

 

 

 

We have also found these websites and resources useful: 

www.educaƟon.vic.gov.au 

www.raisingchildren.net.au 

www.parenƟngideas.com.au 

 

The staff are always happy to help too: 

Bridgewater Primary School  5437 3081. 

The Primary School website www.bwaterps.vic.edu.au 

 

Leah Bailey  5437 3367 
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Welcome  

Welcome to Bridgewater on Loddon Primary School. We have put together this 

little booklet to help explain some of the who’s, what’s and how’s at Bridgey 

Primary from a parent’s perspective. We hope you find it useful! 

About Parent’s Club 

Parents Club meets 1-2 Ɵmes a term (or as required) and we would love you to join. It is 

preƩy relaxed and is a great way to get to know what's going on around the school. You are 

welcome to bring your smaller children along and there are plenty of toys for them to play 

with. Parents Club raises money, mainly via catering, and contributes to graduaƟon, camps, 

excursions, school equipment, etc. It only costs $1 to be a member of Parents  Club and new 

‘office bearers’ are elected in early in the school year. 

    Current Office Bearers (2023) 

    President:   Leah Bailey     

    Vice President  Shannon Zimmer 

    Secretary:   Kate Chandler 

    Treasurer:   Heidi Ferguson 

                                                                                                                                                        

Other posiƟons: Book Club:    Joanne Egan Uniforms:   Leah Bailey 

Fundraising 

Parent’s Club aims to raise funds each year to help reduce the cost of school events and to 

purchase books and equipment to improve the school for our kids. In past years we have 

raised most of our money from catering, parƟcularly for local funerals which obviously   

require a fair bit of organising at short noƟce. Depending on the size of catering events, we 

oŌen call on all school families to contribute a plate of food and ask for some help in geƫng 

the Hall organised.  
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sports by an accredited coach who coordinates acƟviƟes It’s a great way to introduce your 

kids to a wide range of sports and acƟviƟes. 

 

Uniforms 

Brianna Gleisner is now the coordinator of school uniform orders. We 

have found that 2 jumpers and 2  t-shirts are enough to keep the kids 

going, plus one white sports T-shirt. The jumpers and shirts dry quickly 

so it is easy to get something clean the night before school! Big W, Best 

& Less and Kmart are good places to get grey shorts, black pants and red-check school  

dresses. Most of the students wear runners to school. 

TIP: Red sports shorts are as rare as hens teeth but we have found them at sports stores.  

There are second hand uniforms available from Parents Club at cheap prices and if you lose 

something it may end up in the lost property box (we have no idea where the lost property 

box is so just ask a staff member.) 

TIP: Clearly mark your kids clothes so they can find their way back to you. 

Some Mum’s use iron-on name tags (we are registered with “Stuck on You 

Labels”). Black permanent texta works well too. 

Working Bees 

Occasionally families are asked to aƩend a working bee to help Ɵdy up the school. This may 

involve minor repairs, gardening and painƟng. Many hands make light work and theses days 

are oŌen quite enjoyable and social. 
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There are occasionally nights for parents to aƩend to learn how to support their child's 

learning. We have been to literacy & science nights that have been really informaƟve and 

worth the effort to aƩend.  

School Concert 

The school concert is a fantasƟc, fun and interacƟve family event. It is held in the hall in 

Term 3. Parents Club provide fruit plaƩers and drinking water.  

TIP: A great event to invite extended family to, as long as they like to get up and dance! 

School Council  

School Council is made up of parents, teachers and a community representaƟve.  Council is 

the governing body of the school seƫng key direcƟons and approving all school acƟviƟes.  

They meet once a month at school and have a breakup dinner at Christmas Ɵme.  School 

Council Members hold their posiƟon for two years. NominaƟons are called for in February 

and adverƟsed in the school newsleƩer. 

Sports 

On sports days students are required to wear a white T-shirt, red shorts 

and runners.  Bridgewater Primary School is part of a cluster of 6 local 

schools that parƟcipate together for special sporƟng events, cross country, 

athleƟcs and winter sports day. 

Parents need to transport their children to zone & regional cross country & athleƟcs, or car 

pool. If you are aƩending we recommend taking a chair or blanket, refreshments & lunch. 

Other acƟviƟes on the schools sporƟng calendar include Swim/Gym in Term 2, and for 

Grade 4 to 6 there is Hockey 7s, winter sports, golf Kanga 8s cricket and more.   

TIP: If you go to watch be sure to dress for blistering hot or freezing cold conditions! 

SporƟng Schools Program 

SporƟng Schools Program is a program iniƟaƟve funded by our federal government aimed 

at encouraging children to get involved in sport. We run this over 3 terms offering varied 
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CommunicaƟon 

NewsleƩers  

The Principal writes a newsleƩer each Fortnight and this is one of 

the ways the School keeps parents informed. These are handed 

out every second  Friday.  We have found them essenƟal to keep 

up with what's going on at school.  Permission notes for excur-

sions or sporƟng events are now generated on UeducateUs where 

convenient to do so. The newsleƩers are uploaded onto our website and UedcuateUs also. 

Facebook   

Bridgewater Primary School has a closed Facebook site which families are encouraged to 

join as this is an important tool for posiƟve communicaƟon between staff and parents .   

The weekly newsleƩer is uploaded to this site also. 

UeducateUs 

This is a new applicaƟon the school is now using for aƩendance and another 

way staff and parents can keep up-to-date with their child's progress.  This is 

our main communicaƟon plaƞorm, recording  permission notes, student   

reporƟng and absence noƟficaƟons are automaƟcally generated and sent to nominated  

parent contact numbers.  UeducateUs is an app which is available to download onto your 

phone. 

ANZAC Day 

Each year the students are encouraged to aƩend the Anzac Day Dawn Service now held at 

Bridgewater. The Principal, Mrs Kingsley aƩends the day and students lay a wreath on the 

epitaph in memory of those that fought for our country and in honour of the Anzac spirit.  

TIP: Students are required to wear their school uniform and need to arrange 

their own transport.  

 



 4  

 

Book Club 

Book Club is an iniƟaƟve offered by the school and is currently organised by Joanne Egan.  

Not only a cost effecƟve way to buy new books for your kids, the school benefits from book 

club with a percentage of the profits returned to the school by way of new books. 

Book Week 

To celebrate book week the MARC van teacher asks students to dress up, usually in a  

pre-determined theme or as a character from a book. In the past students have had the full 

range of costumes from simple to intricate, (anything will do).   

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is a state government iniƟaƟve aimed at encouraging kids 

to read more. It is a challenge rather than a compeƟƟon and students receive a cerƟficate 

upon compleƟon. Permission forms are sent out early in the year for 

your children to register. All school age children can enter.  

TIP: Ask your child’s teacher if you need more information. 

GraduaƟon 

GraduaƟon Day is held in the last week of school. Grade 6’s are treated to a lunch with their 

teacher and the Principal. All parents and students are invited to the GraduaƟon Night.  

Students at all levels of school receive awards for excellence in literacy, maths, science, 

sport and leadership. The students present a slideshow of their Ɵme at Bridgewater and 

they are presented with a giŌ. It is a really good night to aƩend. Students are not required 

to wear their uniform on this night. Parents  Club provide light refreshments for this event. 

School Camp 

Grade 3-6 aƩend a school camp in Term 3 or 4.  Money raised from fundraising pays for the 

bus to ensure the camp is affordable.  The Prep to 2’s have a sleepover at school on a Friday 

night instead of camp. Parents are encouraged to get involved with the fun acƟviƟes that 

the teachers organise.  Some parents are required as well to supervise the sleepover. 

TIP: Tȱɏ pʋȾʑntɡ ʃhaɢ hʋɃɏ stʋɆeɍ uʣuɪɸʙɨ tɪȴɏ Ɉ mɈԾȾesɡ ʝɠ ʣwaɒ tɛ ʂȵȭʑɞ ʝɚ.                    
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Healthy Lunch Box 

Our teachers like to encourage  parents to send a lunch box filled with 

only healthy food. Although no food is forbidden, chips & chocolate 

bars are strongly discouraged. A healthy lunch box would include fresh 

fruit; crunchy vegetables; a meat or protein food such as slices of lean meat or hard boiled 

egg; dairy food such as a cheese sƟck or yoghurt; starchy food such as bread, a roll, flat 

bread or crackers; and water. Need ideas? Check out: www.beƩerhealth.vic.gov.au 

Pie Warmer 

In Term 2 & 3 (when its cooler) students can bring something for lunch that can be  

heated in the pie warmer.  

TIP: The food needs to be wrapped in foil and clearly marked.  

Lunch Orders 

Lunch orders are available and are to be handed into the office on Thursday and are to be 

processed by the Bridgewater Bakery  ready for Friday lunch weekly. 

Last Day 

Parents are asked to send a plate of savoury or sweet food to share on the last day of 

school. Kris Kringle giŌs (up to the value of $10 & organised the week before)  are handed 

out and students have a class party with their teachers.   The school yearbook is distribut-

ed to families on  the last day too. 

TIP: Students are usually not required to wear their uniform on this day. 

 

Other Events 

The Junior School Council (with the help of the school chaplain) organise several events 

throughout the year such as Pancake Day, Crazy Hair Day, Easter and the Disco.  

Parents are always welcome to aƩend these events and students are usually asked to con-

tribute a gold coin or plate of food. 


